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Play as a notion - is bound up with the idea of non-
complusory action: Doing a thing because you want to, 
seeking something because you are attracted to it, not 
because something or someone tells you to, you making 
the decision to act. 
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Life is a rounded thing and is not scheduled quite as our 
recreational faci 1 ities assume to be. We spend a great deal of 
time in the academic world talking about the integration of dis-
ciplines. We talk more than we accomplish, but at least we talk. 
It occurs to me that it might be valuable to do more talking about 
the same thing in recreation. Great painting could do no harm at 
Myrtle Beach, and I mean great painting, not something done for 
the assumed taste of the vacationer. The guy in a swimsuit getting 
a burn already may be interested in painting, but if he isn't, this 
is the place to catch him and not in the Metropolitan Museum. By 
the same token, it should be possible to have more fun in a museum, 
even to the extent of having lunch and some sense of intimacy with 
paintings which were never inteded to be laid out in rows competing 
with each other. 
Wayne Williams in hearing Al var Aalto critiques series of 
design s: 
All knew heights of the little ones need in a progres-
sive school. Each had incorporated radiant heating 
and North Light and color and whatever else you have 
to incorporate. But all the designs looked alike. 
Aalto had a simple but devestating question, 'tell me, 
where does the lion come in the window•. 
3 
Orderly recreation, concentrated recreation, and specialized 
recreation are almost contradicting terms. 
and fewer directional signs. 















It is the intent of this effort to supply Savannah, Georgia 
with a recreation facility to meet the needs of downtown Savannah's 
Urban Public. The design is to comply with the historic and de-






















SI TE SELECTION 
For more than 200 years, Savannah has withstood siege and 
blockage, hurricanes and earthquakes, city-wide fires and epidemics, 
economic recessions and industrial depressions. Yet, Savannah of 
the 20th Century presents the pride of a unique society - concious 
of its past and aware of the present, both as opportunities for 
the future. 
Savannah's Central Business District (CBD) is located within 
the city's historic district. It is bounded by Factor's Walk and 
the Savannah River, Lincoln Street on the East, Whitaker Street 
on the West, and by State Street on the South. This facility is 
to be located on Reynold's square in the midst of the CBD. The 
selection of this site reflects the following attitudes: 
- this recreation facility should be located to needs and 
amenities without dependence on the automobile. Thus an 
area which has a high density of diverse function. 
- this facility should be located as close to the hub of the 
CBD as possible - to encourage activity and convenience of 
access. 
- amenities of this complex should be offered beyond those 
normally associated with a recreation facility - National 
resources (the square and the water front) and status en-
vironments (environments with a sense of identity and 
history -- the historic district). 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
The economy of Savannah is well balanced. It is the retail 
trade center of coastal Georgia and a good portion of South 
Carolina. It has a rapidly expanding tourism business and the 
heart of Savannah serves as the Central Business District. 
The retail establishment in Savannah has for years enjoyed 
considerable prosperity. This is probably due to the extremely 
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low average employment rate that has existed in Savannah for a 
number of years. The retail sales figures have shown a continuous 
increase over and above the inflation factor, year in and year out, 
even though the rest of the state was rarely as fortunate. 
Tourism; this new industry in Savannah as it exists today is 
one of the fastest growing economic factors in the area. The 
Chamber of Commerce began an active campaign ten years ago to 
promote tourism, reaching the present high level with the new 
Visitors Center on West Broad Street. Extensive tourist traffic 
throughout historic Savannah has increased the retail trade to a 
significant figure. Increasing traffic in and around Savannah's 
historic squares makes the adjacent property an ideal place to 
maintain a high level of retail trade. 
CIRCULATION 
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Savannah is a business oriented urban society. It is expected 
that transit vehicles similar to those of today will continue to 
provide the predominant form of mass transportation within the 
city. 
Savannah is faced with the problem of the horseless carriage -
the automobile - its movement in the form of visual intrusion, 
heavy traffic flows, and increasing congestion, · noise and pollu-
tion. It dissrupts the pedestrian movement from square to square, 
but nonetheless it is a fact that must be reconciled. 
Circulation includes vehicular traffic as well as pedestrian. 
One arrives to the city by automobile or bus, then proceeds via 
pedestrian movement schemes throughout the urban maze. Heavy 
. l 
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pedestrian concentration is expected throughout the site. Move-
• 
ment to and from the Central Business District is expected to 
maintain the high concentration of activity in the area. 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND RESTORATION 
In conjunction with the Savannah Historic Preservation Com-
mittee the t-'etropolitan Planning Commission (MPC) has outlined 
a specific preliminary development plan. The plan includes an 
explanation of urban Savannah and its original guidelines. Briefly, 
the plan attempts to unify the development of Historic Savannah 
Provisions of the plan including vegetation schemes, preservation 
and restoration plans, and general responses to Historic Savannah. 
While all of the squares are symetrical in ground plan, being 
either square or rectangular, the nature of the Oglethorpe Plan 
places the streets on axis and not the buildings . It must be 
kept in mind that many new buildings throughout Savannah's historic 
area do not enhance its beauty and are not necessarily compatible 
with the plan. This situation, therefore, requires a complete 
and carefully designed beautification program for the entire two 
square mile area, taking into account the nature of the urban 
landscape created by the wide variety in building types and de-
signs. 
The objectives of the plan are to: 
establish and promote a specific identity and character 
to functional areas of the city; 
- insure that adequate areas of land are available for re-
quired land uses; 
- insure efficient and economical land use; 
- develop a system of recreation areas to accommodate both 
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passive and active recreational interests; 
- preserve, enhance and promote the historic heritage of 
the colonial capital; 
- enhance and capitalize upon waterfront settings; 
- provide a full range of public services and facilities for 
a 11 1 and areas; 
- provide a safe, rapid and economical system for transpor-
tation. 
Preservation and restoration activities in the Georgian 
Colonial Capital have resulted in: 
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- the promotion of a national recognition (image) of Savannah; 
- a profitable economic income from tourism; 
- the creation of 11 prestige11 office and residential areas 
The historic buildings, structures, objects and sites in the 
city represent the heritage of this part of the country and should 
be preserved to the greatest extent possible for educational pur-
poses. The beauty of a historic (or any other) setting involves 
the aesthetic quality of all one sees in moving about, and this 
goes far beyond the design of individual architectural facades 
and signs. 
It is the intent of this study to enhance the historic set-
ting of Reynolds Square and to offer a prestigious setting for an 
athletic and retail facility. It is an effort to retain the initial 
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The site is an approximate 1. 1 acre flat terrain tract lo-
cated with frontage on Reynolds Square bound by: 
East: Lincoln Street and a parking facility. 
Two Way 
West: Abercorn Street and Reynolds Square 
Two Way 
North: Bryan Street and an old cigar factory 
One Way West 
South: Congress Street and the old vacant theatre 
One Way East 
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As seen on the map, the site is located in the CBD and is 
fronted by Reynolds Square. Activity around the square includes 
small retail shops, a new bank, a church, and the vacant theatre. 
The buildings of historical significance include the hotel, some 
retail shops, and the theatre and church. Other retail shops, 
the bank, and the existing buildings around the site are of no 
significance. 
The square (200 feet square) is primarily used as a traffic 
conveyor of the CBD. It routes workers from the CBD to the vari-
ous parking facilities in the area. It also serves as a passive 
recreation area for sitting, walking, reading, and for eating 
lunch. It is covered by hugh live oak trees and by low shrubs, 
providing a heavy coverage of foliage to break the monotony of 
the city scape. It provides a sense of relaxation and of scale 
for the buildings surrounding the square. 
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The site is presently occupied by two Army Corps of Engineer's 
buildings. All of which have no historical value and are an 
eyesore for the surrounding area. However, there are numerous 
trees (of the same quality as the square's trees) and there exists 
an excellent possibility for pedestrian movement through the site 
to the existing parking facilities. The proposal has been made 
that the Corps will be relocated to a new site outside of town, 
and the property will become available for development. The site 
is bisected by St. Julian Street, but it is conceivable, due to 
its closing for the parking facility, that the street can be 
utilized as a pedistrian link from the square (CBD) to the park-
ing facility. 
The main business district is located west of Lincoln Street, 
and from the river, south to State Street. The vehicular traffic 
is strong within the area, but an emphasis is being placed upon the 
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pedestrian movement through the CBD and the immediate residential 
area, which is of the higher income group. The majo1· tourist 
traffic evolves around Bay Street and Factor's Walk and in and 
around each of Savannah's historical squares. 
Restrictions upon this historical setting are discussed in 
the previous text, and all development must be approved by the 
Savannah Historic Commission. It is important to remember that 
Savannah's interest lies in the historical tradition of the square, 
but also in the contemporary development of their city. 
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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA 
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Savannah is famous for its unique city plan, utilizing 24 
downtown squares surrounded by their neighborhoods and wards. 
These squares, when properly developed and maintained, are beau-
tiful oases in the downtown and residential portions of the city. 
Four of the squares including Market Square, have been destroyed 
or altered. The squares should be protected from demands to change 
their use, and they should also be improved to increase their use 
and enjoyment. 
The primary purpose of the square is to provide a landscaped 
open space in the downtown area. Most of the squares are devoted 
to passive recreation (walks, fountains, and historical monuments). 
However, several of these parks have been included in the active 
list because they serve as meeting places and major pedestrian 
walks as well as playgrounds for some schools in the downtown area. 
"These areas, because of their historical significance, contribute 
a cultural amenity to the modern urban environment. 11 
In Oglethorpe's original plan, these squares accounted for 
approximately 12 percent of the total colony and this was when 
wilderness and open space were plentiful. Today, parks account 
for only 2 percent of the total highland in Chathan County. 
It is adjacent to a square that I propose to centralize a 
rec reation faci 1 ity. The square is for open space activity ad-
joining an adjacent sports and social facility. 
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The development criteria consists of brief outlines and have 
been compiled as a result of a study done by the Savannah Metro-
politan Planning Commission. They are, in effect, a series of 
brief guidelines that insure the proper development of recreation 
spaces and facilities within Urban Savannah. In view of the cri-




- high density 
- activity 
- commerce 
Too often, recreation sites have been given the last priority 
and forced out to leftover or unwanted land. Recreational acqui-
sition requires equal consideration with other public facilities. 
I 
The location of the facility will be in the high density 
urban area to be served. Land costs will be higher, but the 
facility will have a better user-to-cost ratio and will benefit 
more people. 
24 
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The bui ]dings around the square make up the basic architec-
tural value of that square. In developing a square it must be 
planned from the viewpoint of that architectural value. Develop-
ment of these buildings must comply with the Historic District 
Zoning Ordinance. Particular interest should be given to section 
9 which includes: 
- preservation of historic buildings; 
- protective maintenance of historic buildings; 
- visual compatibility factors. 
Visual Compatibility Factors: With said Zone 1, new construc-
tion and existing buildings and structures which are moved, recon-
structed, materially altered, repaired, or constructed shall be 
visually compatible with buildings, squares and places to which 
they are visually related generally in terms of the following 
factors: 
1. Height: the height of proposed buildings shall be 
visually compatible with adjacent buildings. 
2. Proportion of Building's Front Facade: the relationship 
of the width of building to the height of the front ele-
vation shall be visually compatible to buildings, squares, 
and places to which it is visually related. 
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3. Proportion of Openings within the Facility: the rela-
tionship of the width of the windows to height of windows 
in a building shall be visually compatible with buildings, 
squares, and places to which the building is visually re-
lated. 
4. Rhythm of Sol ids to Voids in Front Facades: the relation-
ship of solids to voids in the front facade of a building 
shall be visually compatible with buildings, squares, and 
places to which it is visually related. 
5. Rhythm of Buildings on Streets: the relationship of 
building to open space between it and adjoining buildings 
shall be visually compatible to the buildings, squares 
and places to which it is visually related. 
6. Rhythm of Entrance and/or Porch Projection: The relation-
ship of entrances and porch projections to sidewalks of 
buildings, squares, and places shall be visually compatible 
to the buildings to which it is visually related. 
7. Relationship of Materials, Texture and Color: the rela-
tionship of materials, texture and color of the facade of 
a building shal 1 be visually compatible with the 
29 
predominant materials used in the buildings to which it 
is visually related. 
8. Roof Shapes: the roof shape of a building shall be visu-
ally compatible with the buildings to which it is visually 
related. 
9. Walls of Continuity: appurtenances of a building such as 
walls, wrought iron, fences, evergreen landscape masses, 
building facades, shall if necessary, form cohesive walls 
of enclosure along a street, to insure compatibility of 
the building to the buildings, square, and places to which 
it is visually related. 
10. Scale of a Building: the size of a building, the build-
ing mass of a building in relation to open spaces, the 
windows, door openings, porches, and balconies shall be 
visually compatible with the buildings, squares, and 
places to which it is visually related. 
11. Directional Expression of Front Elevation: a building 
shall be visually compatible with the buildings, squares, 
and places to which it is visually related in its direc-
tional character, whether this be vertical character, hori-
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Located within the financial core of Savannah, the high cost 
of the site would indicate high return on sales. This facility 
would include a restricted but not exclusive recreation facility 
along with retail space in order to be s~lf supporting. Because 
of the nature of the facility and its location with the CBD and a 
highly exclusive residential area, the user will in fact be of 
upper middle or upper income status. From occupational character-
istics of the CBD and of user profiles of similar projects within 
the city, the user can be expected to come from the following 
groups: 
- professionals from the financial district 
- personnel from a corporation through a corporate membership 
- residents of the immediate vicinity 
housewives 
retired persons 
- and to the retail space: any public user of the square, 
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This study is to produce an athletic club for Savannah, 
Georgia. It is to incorporate the facility into an urban historic 
context and to develop a scheme for a retail district within the 
project. 
The retail space is to encourage pedestrian movement within 
the site and to complete the axial flow intended within Olglethorpe's 
original city plan. It is to be supportive of the athletic facility 
and operates independently of that function. 
The athletic club is to provide the CBD and the high income 
residential area of the city with a recreational and social outlet, 





The facility proposed for Savannah must meet a series of pro-
grammatic requirements. These requirements not only include space 
analysis but specific design parameters to comply with the site. 
This facility is to include a retail district located on the 
main pedestrian stream at ground level in order to insure proper 
utilization of premium frontage. The complex must contain the 
outdoor space located upon the axial flow of the ward. It must 
remain open to existing patterns of pedestrian circulation through 
the site and to the existing vegetation. The open mall of this 
complex is not to compete with the square but to complete the 
axial character within the immediate area. 
It is requested that the facility provide a point of contem-
porary relief within the historical city scape. Public areas 
within the complex are to take advantage of the local amenities 
available: Reynolds Square, vegetation, and movementin and around 
the site. 
The athletic facility must respond to the needs of the users 
as well as to the space that it is creating. Interior circulation 
should be located in such a fashion that the secondary axis of the 
36 
athletic area should circulate around the mall space in order to 
maintain that space as a high activity area. Circulation should 
adapt itself to the needs of the building type that it is estab-
lishing. An image must be conveyed. This complex is to provide 
a contemporary, elegant, and prestigious atmosphere in order to 
meet user and programmatic requirements, as well as responding 
to the site. 
This facility is to be organized as a private enterprise 
system - including a Board of Directors in order to insure user 
participation. The system would be organized in such a manner 
that the overhead for the facility would come from the commercial 
retail space and from the corporate membership. The membership 
plan would be on an individual basis and would be designed to 
insure a median of cl ientele. The retail space is planned to be 
integrated with the existing retail surrounding the site (in con-
junction with the tourism developing in the Bay Street area). 
Responding to the Metropolitan Planning Commission and a 
series of case studies, an inventory of spaces to be included in 
this facility are as follows. 
PROGRAMMATIC ANALYSIS 
Area: Commercial Sales - Retail 
retail area oriented to premium frontage -
designed to bring activity through the site 
and to bring revenue to the complex. 
- shop frontage to be designed as part of the 
whole - the interior to be designed and 
decorated to accommodate the specific shops 
within the space by owner. 
serviced by wet columns to insure flexibility. 
- to have independent circulation from that of 
the athletic facility. 
Lobby - Orientation 




supplies needed equipment and attire for the 






Area: Reception Lobby 
Main Entrance 
services the main lounging area, the pro-shop, 
grille room with access to administration and 
locker faci 1 ities, monumental entrance brings 





Main. Lounge and Activity Area 
a multi-purpose lounging room includes dining, 
card playing and related activities; intended 
to separate specific functions 
Club Lounge 
to be oriented to the athletic level services 
game room above with view to outside mall 
Sub-total 
Administration 












Club Director and Conference Room 
management office to administer club business 
and to direct all activity from retail and 
grille functions to serve as a conference 
room; direct contact with secretary-receptionist 
Bookkeeper 
working area for club management 
Club Room 
private conference and meeting room for Board 
of Directors; private area for club activity 
Storage 
Sub-total 














Grill e Room 
a convenient, prestigious and profitable asset 
to the club includes seating for 150 and is 
directly serviced by the bar expandable to 
main lounge with easy access from the main 
lobby 
Bar Room 
capacity of at leas t 30 persons centrally 
located to insure accessibility and convenience 
Kitchen 
food preparatory area with capacity to serve 
200 meals per hour; equipped with fast food 
preparation to service lounge and locker facili-














provides space for overlapping sports activi-
ties including basketball, volleyball, gymnas-
tics, and paddle tennis; minimal spectator 
usage however portable seating to be stored in 
equipment storage area; to be located on the 
activity level with easy accessibility from 
the locker facilities 
Handball Courts 
seven courts provided for regular play; two 
courts provided for exhibition with 1 imited 
spectator viewing from lounge area; courts 
are centrally located with a viewing deck 
related to each court 
Game Room 
space for billiards, pool, cards and back-








weight machines and exercise equipment avail-
able; to be oriented to activity level accessi-
ble from locker area 
Storage 
space to store athletic equipment chairs, and 
game tables when they are not in use ; to pro-
vide space to store maintenance equipment 
Sub-total 
Health Center and Locker Facilities 
Staff: Director of Health Club 
Locker Room Attendants (2) 
Masseur (trainer) (2) 
Area: Director's Office 
area from which to direct health club activity 













dressing, locker, and lounging area for over-
lapping lounge space to accommodate cards and 
relaxation; services by grille; lockers are 
double stacked with adequate dressing and 
sitting space; lounge to view Reynold's Square 
Toilets and ShO\vers 
Drying Room 
adequate space for toweling and garmet drying; 
adjacent to pool and shower facilities 
Storage 
to accommodate equipment and linen used in 




centrally located and related to each other 
function; related to pool and whirlpool area; 
designed to function specifically as a separate 















Dressing and Locker Area 
lockers to be doubled stacked with adequate 
dressing and sitting space; serviced by 
bar and gr i 11 e 
Toilets and Showers 
showers are of individual type with private 
dressing rooms associated with each shower 
Drying Room 
adequate space for garmet drying adjacent to 
pool and health facilities 
Storage 
to accommodate equipment and linen used in 




centrally located and related to each other 
function; related to pool and whirlpool; designed 
to function specifically as a separate element from 


















Maintenance and Employee Facilities 





area to serve as employee lounge, locker and 
lunch room; related to employee functions and 
service entrance 
Storage 
storage of janitorial equipment and materials; 









Area: Receiving Area 
receiving to service entire facility; 
secondary access to service entrance on site; 
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